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Abstract: During a recent field visit to Yawal wildlife sanctuary authors collected an interesting and novel plant specimen
from Sirwel Dist. Khargone (Madhya Pradesh). The identification and authentication have been done with the standard
literature i.e.,different floras, research papers etc. and it isidentified as Ipomoea parasitica (Kunth.) G. Don. It is a new world
species and is collected for the first time in Madhya Pradesh and as per our knowledge, it is notcollected and recorded from
Madhya Pradeshso far.Hence, the present collection of Ipomoea parasitica(Kunth.) G. Don, forms a new distributional
record for Central India. The voucher specimen of the collection has been deposited at the BARO Herbarium Department of
Botany, The M aharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodara, Gujarat.
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INTRODUCTION

he earliest report on the family Convolvulaceae

and its members of India has been given by
Hooker (1885) in Flora of British India.
Subsequently, Cooke (1908) described the
distribution and diversity of Convolvulus in the Flora
of Bombay Presidency. In India, the family
Convolvulaceae is represented by 20 genera and
around 1800 species (Santapau and Henry, 1973).
The genus Ipomoea L. comprises the largest number
of the species within the family Convolvulaceae
(Morning glory) which are widely cultivated as
ornamentals because of their showy and beautiful
flowers. In-state of Madhya Pradesh the family
Convolvulaceae is represented by 11 genera and 50
species have been reported till now (Singh et. al,
1997).
During a recent field visit, the authors came across
an interesting specimen of genus Ipomoea from the
southern part of the Madhya Pradesh region — Sirwel
(21.431693° N, 75.698377°E).  After critical
morphological studies, the specimen was identified
as lIpomoea parasitica. A perusal of literature
revealed that this species is earlier known to occur
only in peninsular India (Biju 1997 & 2002), has
neither been collected nor been reported from the
Madhya Pradesh region till now (Khanna et al.,
2009; Mujaffar et al., 2013). Hence, the present
report is the first authentic collection in recent years
and forms a new distributional record for Madhya
Pradesh. Detailed descriptions with photographic
evidence have been presented in this communication
to facilitate its further collection and easy
identification.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The collected specimen was examined and
authenticated with the help of available literature and
flora. A review of literature revealed that species
were not recorded by Hooker (1882, Flora of British
India); Singh et al. (1997, Flora of Madhya Pradesh
vol.-Il) and Tomar et al. (2008, Exotic Elements in
the Flora of Baghpat District, Uttar Pradesh). This
species was first reported by Biju (2002) from
Karnataka, Later, Shimpale (2012) and Undirwade et
al. (2015) reported this species from Maharashtra.
The voucher specimen for this species was deposited
at BARO herbarium, Department of Botany, The
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodara
(BARO/KKQ97).

Species Description:

Ipomoea parasitica (Kunth.) G. Don, Gen. Hist. 4
275. 1838; Biju, Rheedea. 12(1): 77- 79. 2003.
Convolvulus parasiticusKunth. Nov. Gen. Sp. 3 (10):
163. 1818.

Holotype: Venezuela, Humboldt and Bonpland,
660, ConvolvulusparasiticusKunth.

Distribution: World: Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela. India:
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh (New distribution)

Habitat: It grows naturally asa weed along the
roadside and at moist places.

Annual, milky climbers, several metres long. Stem
twinning, young stem purple, mature stem green,
prickly muricate. Leaves 4 - 18 x 6 - 20 cm, simple,
entire, deeply cordate with rounded large lobes at the
base, acuminate at apex, margin entire or undulate,
minutely pubescent, veins dark purple on the upper
side. Petioles 4 - 8 cm long, slightly tubercled at the
base. Inflorescence axillary, 3 - 9 flowered dichasial
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cymes; peduncle 6 - 18 cm long, glabrous. Flowers,
bracteate, pedicellate; pedicels 1.5 - 2 cm long,
glaucous; bracts small, linear, caducous, 0.5 -0.7 cm
long,glabrous. Sepals 5, sub-equal, oblong 0.6 - 0.8 x
0.3 - 0.5 cm, faintly veined, smooth, white ciliated at
margin, pubescent. Corolla 5-lobed, 4 - 5 cm long,
infundibuliform; tube 3.5 - 4 cm long, dilated at
below the mouth, white at outside and light-yellow
inside, slightly dilated; lobes 1.5 - 2 cm long, purple,
3 - 4 cm wide at the mouth, apiculate, mid-petaline
bands purple, glabrous. Stamens 5; filaments sub-
equal, 1 - 1.3 cm long; attached at 0.7 cm above the
tube, included, hairy at base, anthers 0.3 cm
long.Ovary 2 x1 mm, ovoid, light green, glabrous, 4-
locular; ovule 1 in each locule; style 1.5 - 1.8 cm
long, glabrous; stigma 0.2 x 0.1 cm, bilobed,

capitate. Fruits 1.5 x 1 cm, globose, ovoid, 2-valved,
glabrous, brownish; mucronate with a persistent
stylar beak. Seeds 2- 4 per capsules, 0.8 x 0. 5 cm,
black, minutely pubescent but pubescent at the
hilum.

Flowering and Fruiting: September - January.
Common name:Yellow-throated morning glory
Taxonomic Note: Morphologically it is similar to |I.
muricatabut its ovate, obtuse calyx infundibuliform
tube with yellow mouth and pubescent black seeds
can identify it.

Variations:There is another form of I. parasitica,
which shows an entire green stem, green veins of
leaves, flowerswhite with yellow throat; seeds white
with dark brown ting on the dorsal surface.
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