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Abstract: Evaluation of different pre-soaking treatments and soaking duration on germination of seed nut in a commercial
cashew rootstock nursery revealed that the seed nuts pre-soaked in water for 72 hours resulted in highest germination of 95.3
per cent. While soaking in water or 0.1 per cent salt solution induced early germination. The emergence of sprout was
noticed in 3.3 days after sowing when seeds are presoaked for 96 hours, either in water or 0.1per cent salt solution and
recorded 9.3 days for fifty per cent germination. Presoaking cashew seed nuts in water for 72 hours recorded the lowest
mean germination time of 8.6 days and 11.0 days for fifty percent germination and 5.0 days for emergence of first sprout.
Thus, low cost pre-soaking treatment of cashew seed nut in water , by changing water daily can hasten the emergence of
sprout, time to germinate, total germination per cent and which in turn may reduce the cost of production of cashew grafts in

a commercial nursery.
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