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ALLIUM ROYLEI STEARN – A PROMISING MINOR CROP SPECIES. 
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Abstracts: Recently Gopal (2014) in the meeting report on National Workshop on “Onion Improvement and Seed 
Production” laid emphasis on the prevention of onion shortage through genetic improvement. A number of bottlenecks 
brought to the fore included susceptibility to diseases, weather vagaries and non – availability of quality seeds. Among 
various remedial measures proposed to solve these problems; genetic improvement for better seed supply of onion was the 
most pronounced. Numerous gene transfer methods and breeding programmes were conducted and many are underway. The 
wild relatives of crop plants constitute important resource for improving agricultural production and also for maintaining 
sustainable agro-ecosystems. This, in trun, will ensure food security for the new millennium. 
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