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Abstract: Vegetation science is a scientific discipline devoted to studyplant communities, their composition, evolution and
the relationships among the component species.The present study focuses on floristic diversity and richness of the
Mangroves in Ayiramthengu, Kollam district. A total of 9 species belonging to 6 families were enumerated. The forests
showed a dominance of Avicenna marina followed by Avicennia officinalis belonging to Avicenniaceae family, whereas
Sonneratia caseolaris recorded lowest density.Maximum relative basal area was represented by Avicennia marina followed
by Avicennia officinalis, therefore these species registered the highest Importance value index (IV1) and relative IVl among
the 9 mangroves species distributed. Diversity indices such as Shannon Weiner index H’ (2.763), equitability (0.872) and
Simpson's diversity index (0.825)was worked out for the entire Ayiramthengu island. The mangroves are closely related to
the social and cultural life of people in Ayiramthengu and its unique composition has to be protected in its pristine condition.
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